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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting- Minutes 

Tuesday, August 2, 2016 
7:00 PM 

 
Members Present 

Cheri Vaughn, Mary Pat Musselman 
Geraldine McKinley,   Ed Hodges 

Mark Everett, Judi Hickson 
William Kenner 

 
Members Absent 

Everyone was present 
 

Others Present 
John Rodman, Director 

Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 
 

 
I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 
 
John Wood with the State Historic Preservation office was given the floor and gave an educational 
training workshop for the Commission.     
 
IV. Old Business 
 

1.  A request has been made by Mr. Steven Rader and Ms. Charlotte Mason for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to remove a pine tree located in the back yard of the property on 119/117 
South Harvey Street. 
 
Mr. Steve Rader came forward to present the request.  He stated that this is a large tree that has 
been damaged in a storm.  Mr. Rader also spoke about the age and the condition of the tree and 
referred to the letter from Mr. Elwood Lewis that was given to the Commission.   
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The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to speak for or against the request. 
 
The Chairman stated that the request has been before the Commission before and was tabled 
due to the fact that no one was present to present it.   
 
William Kenner made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
deny a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Steven Rader and Ms. Charlotte Mason to remove a 
pine tree located in the back yard of the property located at 117-119 South Harvey Street.  This 
motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is not congruous with the 
Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 4.1 Landscaping.  His 
motion was seconded by Mary Pat Musselman.  The motion carried with a majority vote of 5 to 
2 with Ed Hodges and Mark Everett voting in opposition.     
 
2.  A request has been made by Moss Landing for a blanket approval of nine building plans to be 
considered as Minor Works for future construction. 
 
The Chairman stated that the Commission did spend a great deal of time hearing this request at 
their July meeting.  He also pointed out that the Commission did receive an email from John 
Wood with the State Historic office recommending that the Commission approve the request.  
Carol Nash came forward.  William Kenner asked if brick was added as a foundation material 
option.  Ms. Nash stated that brick is an option that the home owners have and materials are 
picked on a case by case basis based on what the home owners prefer.  Ms. Nash stated that 
this is nine plans that have already been approved by the Commission in the past.  She explained 
that if a home owner would like to change something, it would be addressed and explained to 
staff in the approval process.  Mark Everett asked if Ms. Nash could condition that these plans 
would only be for construction in Moss Landing and that no two identical plans would be build 
side by side.  Ms. Nash stated that they plan to not have the same home built on side by side 
lots and she stated that they would not build one of these homes for anyone outside of Moss 
Landing without coming before the Commission for approval.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor. 
 
Dee Congleton came forward and was sworn in.  Ms. Congleton stated that as it was said at the 
July meeting a blanket approval for this project is not a good idea.  She stated that everyone 
likes what they see in this development and it does fit in with the historic district.  She explained 
that if the Commission grants a blanket approval then they will have to do it again for the next 
developer, they will set a precedent.  Ms. Congleton stated that what if the development 
changes hands for some unforeseen reason.  Ms. Congleton stated that once the Commission 
gives blanket approval they lose control.  Again she stated that a blanket approval should not be 
approved.   
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Jerry Creech came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Creech stated that he stood up to oppose the 
request at the last meeting and even though the request sounds expedient he still believed that 
it is in the best interest of the Commission themselves to evaluated something like this.  He 
stated that he would hate for a precedent to be set.  He stated that giving someone a blanket 
approval with the number of units still available in his opinion is not a good idea and was 
worried about unforeseen circumstances that may arise.  Mr. Creech stated that he does not 
trust the City of Washington to make decisions and view and approve these as minor works.   
 
Steven Rader came forward.  He stated he did not think a blanket approval was a good idea and 
each plan should be submitted and approved individually.  He stated that this would not be a 
good precedent set by the Commission.   
 
Doug Mercer came forward.  Mr. Mercer stated that he had suggested the blanket approval and 
at last month’s meeting Mr. Donald Stroud questioned whether the Commission could legally do 
that or not.  Mr. Mercer stated that in the City’s ordinance section 40-386 stated that after 
August of 1978 a Certificate of Appropriateness must be issued by the Historic Preservation 
Commission or staff members as it is appropriate under special circumstances.  Mr. Mercer 
stated that he felt this situation was ideal to use that because it is a special circumstance.  He 
explained that the Commission has spent numerous hours reviewing plans for Moss Landing and 
he feels it is a waste of time for the Commission to review and approve plans for the same 
house numerous times.  Mr. Mercer stated that he felt it was appropriate to give staff the 
authority to do that.  Mr. Mercer then gave a suggested motion for the approval.   
 
William Kenner asked how many lots are still available at Moss Landing.  Ms. Nash stated that 
give or take there are 18 lots.  Mr. Kenner asked if they have had any issues with any of the 
homes approved in the past.  Mr. Rodman stated that they have not.  Ed Hodges stated that 
Beacon Street Development has been above board on all of the development up to this point 
and he recommended approval of the request.   
 
Mark Everett made the following motion:   I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant approval to Mr. Jim Wiley of Beacon Street Development for a blanket approval for the 
nine designs/plans presented on lots at Moss Landing and authorize staff to issue a site specific 
COA per the request of the developer stating the specific design and lot number.  This motion is 
based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic 
Preservation Commission design guidelines, specifically Chapter 5.0 New Construction Section 
5.2 Residential Construction.  I further move that the Historic Preservation Commission place 
the following conditions on the approval:  that this blanket approval is only for these designs to 
be constructed within Moss Landing and to the extent possible they do not build the same plan 
directly adjacent to each other.  Cheri Vaughn seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 
majority vote of 6 to 1 with Mary Pat Musselman voting in opposition.     
 

V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
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 A.  Major Works 
 

1.  A request has been made by Mr. Bill Litchfield for a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace 
the wood paneling siding around all elevations on the property located at 404 Water Street. 
 
Tom Litchfield came forward and was sworn in.  He explained that they would like to replace the 
wood paneling siding with hardi-plank siding.  Ed Hodges stated that this is a non-contributing 
structure.  Judi Hickson spoke about the effects of allowing hardi-plank siding.  Ed Hodges stated 
that being this a non-contributing structure he didn’t feel it would have a negative impact.  
William Kenner and Geraldine McKinley stated that this would be an improvement on the 
property.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor.  Steve Rader came forward and spoke in favor of the request.     
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Bill Litchfield to update and replace the current wood 
panel siding with Hardi-plank on all elevations on the property located at 404 Water Street.  This 
motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic 
Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 3.1 Walls Guidelines.  William 
Kenner seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
2.  A request has been made by Mr. Hilton Moore for a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a 
30’ run of fencing along the back property line of the property located at 329 North Bonner 
Street. 
 
Velma Stewart representing her father came forward and was sworn in.  She explained that he 
would like to have a fence put up around his property.  Mr. Rodman gave a brief history on the 
property and some reasons why Mr. Moore would like some separation.   
 
Wilhimena Cooper, adjacent, property owner, came forward and was sworn in.  She stated that 
she is opposed to putting put the fence at least until she can get the tree located on Mr. 
Moore’s property trimmed because it have caused a lot of damage.  She stated that she would 
like Mr. Moore to find out where the property line.  Ms. Stewart explained that the fence would 
go in front of the tree on Mr. Moore’s property because they are not exactly sure where the 
property line is.  Ms. Cooper stated that she would like to have some time to trim the tree 
before Mr. Moore puts up his fence so that she is not liable for any damage that may be done to 
the fence.  Ms. Cooper stated that she should everything done with the tree by October. 
 
The request was continued in order to give Ms. Cooper time to work on the tree. 
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3.  A request has been made by Mr. Dominic Reisig for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
extend the existing fence around the back yard of the property located at 117 McNair Street. 
 
Emily Rebert stated that the homeowner contacted her and asked for a continuance to the next 
meeting.  
 
4.  A request has been made by Mr. Al Crisp for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a 
new residential dwelling on property located at 416 Water Street. 
 
Mr. Al Crisp came forward and was sworn in.  He stated that he is requesting to build a new 
house at 416 Water Street.  The Commission reviewed the proposed pictures and materials Mr.  
Crisp is requesting to use.  William Kenner asked about the car port.  Mr. Crisp stated that it will 
be an open carport and answered other questions from other Commission members.  Judi 
Hickson expressed concerns about the size of the carport.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor. No one came forward. 
 
Geraldine McKinley made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. A.L. Crisp to construct a new single 
family dwelling on the property located at 416 Water Street.  This motion is based on the 
following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation 
Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 5.0 New Construction Section 5.2 Residential 
Construction.  Cheri Vaughn seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a majority vote of 5 
to 2 with Judi Hickson and William Kenner voting in opposition.   
 
5.  A request has been made by Mr. Franklin Johnson for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
construct a new dwelling on property located at 406 Water Street.   
 
Mr. Franklin Johnson came forward and was sworn in.  He explained that they plan on building a 
one and ½ story house facing Water Street.  Mr. Johnson stated that they plan to put paved 
runners on the side that will lead to an open carport on the rear of the property.  Mr. Johnson 
stated that they plan on using hardi-plank and they do not plan on putting up shutters.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor.  No one came forward. 
 
Cheri Vaughn made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Franklin Johnson to construct a new single family 
dwelling on the property located at 406 Water Street.  This motion is based on the following 
findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Guidelines, specifically Chapter 5.0 New Construction Section 5.2 Residential Construction.  
Geraldine McKinley seconded the motion.  William Kenner stated that he didn’t feel the design 
fits in with the homes along Water Street.  Other members of the Commission disagreed.  The 
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motion carried with a majority vote of 5 to 2 with William Kenner and Judi Hickson voting in 
opposition.   
 
6.  A request has been made by Ms. Ann Hunt for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct 
an addition between the house and the garage on the property located at 122 South Academy 
Street. 
 
This request was removed from the agenda.   
 
B.  Minor Works 
 
1.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a COA for the owner of 420 Water Street 
to repair a porch using like materials on the tertiary elevation of the property. 
2.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a COA for the owner of 524 West Main 
Street to install a new HVAC unit in place of the previous one on the tertiary elevation of the 
property. 
3.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a COA for the owner of 605 East Second 
Street to install a new gas pack in place of the previous one on the property. 
4.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a COA for the owner of 329 North Bonner 
Street to repair the front porch and siding using like materials on the front façade of the 
property. 
 
Mark Everett made a motion to approve all the minor works.  The motion was seconded by 
Geraldine McKinley.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
 

VI. Other Business 
 
 1.  Demolition by Neglect Ordinance:  Property Status 
 

Emily Rebert came forward and gave an update on the properties currently on the demolition by 
neglect list and answered question from the Commission. 

 
VII. Approval of Minutes – July 5th, 2016 
Judi Hickson made a motion to approve the minutes.  Her motion was seconded by Mark Everett and all 
voted in favor. 
 
VIII.  Adjourn 
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.  


